Question: How have you taken advantage of the educational opportunities you have had to prepare for college?


Throughout my high school career, I have had a special interest in history.  The subject interests me because studying past events and people opens doors.  I can live vicariously in another time and place.  I can witness patterns that repeat over time.  I can see how the trends and attitudes of the past have shaped the modern world.  History can be both fascinating and enlightening.


I have taken advantage of opportunities to expand my knowledge of history by participating in historically oriented extracurricular activities and selecting the most challenging social studies courses available to me.

When my school attends the Harvard Model United Nations conference, we are assigned a country to represent.  To prepare for the conference, I must learn about the history as well as the current political and social status of this nation.  The countries I’ve been assigned in the past have ranged from well-known nations like the Russian Federation to lesser-known countries like Hungary or Guatemala.  But in all cases I work to understand the nation’s point of view and, in my own way, assimilate into the populace.

My school also hosts its own Model UN conference and invites students from other schools to participate.  As a sophomore, I was the chairperson of the Historical Security Council.  This council modeled the Security Council a decade ago as it faced Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait.  I wrote the issue paper with background information after researching the situation and moderated the debate in the council.

There are several other activities that have expanded my knowledge of history.  For example, during the summer, I worked at Hansom Air Force Base.  Every Wednesday, I spent my lunch hour at a presentation about the invasion of Italy during World War II.  The detail of the presentation allowed me to better understand the attitude of American, German, Italian, and Sicilian troops during the war.  Another activity that allows me to learn about history is my school’s Model Congress Club.  In representing a Member of Congress from another state, I learn about the perspective of Americans hundreds of miles away and I gain an appreciation of the diversity within the United States.  I am also able to meet students from all over the country at model congress conferences.

The courses I have chosen to take have challenged me to learn more about history.  As a junior, I took AP United States History.  I often went beyond what was assigned in class because I felt the class was not challenging enough.  For extra credit, I wrote a 7-page essay and memorized Margaret Chase Smith’s speech to Congress decrying McCarthyism.  In contrast, my sophomore AP European History course was probably the most difficult class I have ever taken.  It was also the first AP class I took.  I responded to the challenge by decisively resolving to do all the work to the best of my ability.  This often forced me to stay up until the early morning hours on school nights and sacrifice a large part of my weekend.  I also purchased R. R. Palmer’s thousand-page A History of the Modern World to supplement the reading from my class textbook.  My perseverance paid off, however, as I received a score of 5 on the AP test and a grade of 100 on the course’s final exam.

By challenging myself to learn in a variety of ways, I have gained valuable research and study skills that will be of great use in my future studies.  I’ve gained both knowledge and a desire to learn through my work within and outside the classroom.  These experiences have prepared me to thrive in a challenging college setting.
