Question: Tell us about a talent, experience, contribution or personal quality you will bring to the University of California.


Every six weeks, my life gets very strange.


As the chief news editor of my high school’s paper, I am responsible for the largest section of our award-winning publication.  Although my duties include interviewing people, writing articles, selecting photographs, determining article topics, and working with staff writers, my most critical duty arises the day before the paper is published.


Each month and a half, the senior staff of the newspaper convenes in the computer laboratory of the school for what is called crunch day.  We seal ourselves in the lab and, with the help of Adobe PageMaker, create a newspaper from nebulous photos, articles, and illustrations.  It is an exacting task that often takes over 12 hours to complete.


I am responsible for maintaining the focus of the frustrated staff during this time.  I must ensure not only that my section of the paper is completed, but also that each contributor is satisfied with how his work will appear.  I am often faced with the difficult task of choosing which articles to modify or cut.


Through my work on the newspaper, I have learned how to both lead others and manage a major project with a deadline.  I hope to use these experiences to contribute to the richness of the University of California.

